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ABSTRACT
Gordon Craig’s The art of the theatre
Jung, Ha-Ni"

A theatre has been forming a long history, especially since Renaissance, western modern theatre
has been in constant and reverse progress of reproducing reality. It reaches its peak when it comes
to realism theatre. However, a dream of the reproducing reality ran into strong resistance by theatrical
reformers who were against the principle of naturalism theater in early 20th century.

Craig who tried to refuse the realism and transform the theatre into medium for expressing the
reality beyond the ordinary reality is not sorted as symbolists but in traditional symbolism.

Thus, Craig who is with respect to give a theoretical system of non-representational theory of
theatre, he shocked people by writing a lot of books with his revolutionary ideas for re-evaluating
the theatre arts.

He advanced symbolic stage as a director, actor, writer, designer and artist.

Through his concept of ‘space-light-movement-theatre’ and ‘space-light-direction’, Craig is beyond
the naturalistic drama which focuses on a literal analysis.

His interest is to form the visualization of the nature in accordance with the principle of musical
composition.

He checked an artistic characteristic of the theatre once again and criticized Europe drama that
had lost its own artistic character at that time. Also he questioned of the nature of the drama in
directing to improve the situation in Europe.

He emphasized the direction because of the down grading the importance of text, created a new
theory of the future that is the movement concept centered and directed by the director.

Although his theory remains only drawing or idea, yet it can be said that the idea is alive and has
great significance because they help establish other theatrical theory or give an inspire to the other
artists.
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