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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Method of Character figuration through the
Production of Short Film <King Who Served a Slave>

Choi, Min-Su”

The current study focuses on what direction of the process in which the actor formalizes the
character in a performance will help the actor. As the economy develops, the public are engaged
more in cultural activities. When famous Hollywood films open or films starring celebrity actors are
released, the theaters are filled with audience members. With this trend, the professional jargons in
film and theater have become popularized, with the public more capable of evaluating acting and
judging the performance.

From black-and-white silent films to glamorous 3D films in the modern era in the midst of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution, the film technology has advanced greatly, with more developments to
come in the future. Even in the possible future in which artificial intelligence rules our societies, the
author believes that acting is the only form of art that humans are certain to dominate. While technical
and mechanical parts can be replaced with artificial intelligences, but the actor on the screen, that
is, the emotions inherent to humans, will be extremely difficult for artificial intelligence to replace.
When film technology advances even further in the future, the audience’s requirement and standards
for the performance of the actors will be on a much higher level than it is today.

Formalizing figures in texts of scenarios, that is, to establish a character, is the process of an actor
giving an identity to a flat text character, in addition to breathing in a personality and life. It is the
most basic stage of acting, but also the most profound one at the same time.

With this in mind, the author of the current study participated in the pre-production, production,
and post-production stages of the making of the film “A King Serving the Servant” as the character
“Do-jin.” In doing so the author applied knowledge on how the actor establishes a character in a
scenario, and how he or she plays the established character in front of the camera.

In addition, the author studies and analyzes what methods of formalizing characters in the text are
more helpful to the performance of actors, by monitoring the his or her own performance after the
scenes were filmed.

Key words: Actor, Acting, Fourth Industrial Revolution, Arts, Short film, Scenario, Filming

* Postgraduate Ph.D. School of Film Art, Cheongju University (arams9815@naver.com)



