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ABSTRACT

Characterizing of Willy in Miller’s {Death of a Salesmany

- Focusing on Production {Death of a Salesman) -

Lee, Hwan-Jun

With civilizations developing rapidly, the modern world is confronted with diverse social problems
such as an ageing population and environmental issues. As society is changing with the years members
of society are also becoming more and more self-centered, and the lack of communication with family
is getting worse; it has led to family breakdowns where it's actually hard to expect a family to function.
Along with this change, our society is overflowing with individualism that came with capitalism
throughout the industrial age, and there has emerged a variety of problems where human values are
decried materially.

Given this reality, there were moves to deal with these social issues in the theatrical world, and
many plays have been produced in various ways to tell of them. Plays reflect the spirit and the social
aspects of the times, so this medium performs the educational and social functions allowing audiences
to look back on social problems and lives of the age. Accordingly, directors are advised to appreciate
the importance of such functions and have a correct understanding of social aspects the work talks
about and what the author suggests.

{Death of a Salesmany, the focus of this paper, depicts conflicts and tragedies of ‘Willy’ who is
an ordinary citizen living in the material world that came as the evil of capitalism. He found the reason
of the conflicts and tragedies he had to suffer in the society and his family. Focusing on the events
and troubles between the protagonist and his family, {Death of a Salesman}) criticizes the wrong values
of the modern society that the audience could catch and features the tragedy average citizens of
modern times are undergoing due to the lack of communication based on family troubles.

This study is aimed at studying the role of plays as a medium reflecting social problems by analyzing
and examining directors’ approach method of {Death of a Salesman) while focusing on the process
of staging and presenting the play.

I hope this paper can be reference materials for directors who will give a production of {Death
of a Salesman).

Key words: Salesman, Arthur Miller, Characterizing, Tragedy

* Actor of the Theater company of Naegangwoiyou (vnb08888@naver.com)



